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Bird-Bent Grass chronicles an extraordinary mother–daughter relationship that spans distance, time, and,
eventually, debilitating illness. Personal, familial, and political narratives unfold through the letters that
Geeske Venema-de Jong and her daughter Kathleen exchanged during the late 1980s and through their
weekly conversations, which started after Geeske was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease twenty years
later.

In 1986, Kathleen accepted a three-year teaching assignment in Uganda, after a devastating civil war, and
Geeske promised to be her daughter’s most faithful correspondent. The two women exchanged more than
two hundred letters that reflected their lively interest in literature, theology, and politics, and explored ideas
about identity, belonging, and home in the context of cross-cultural challenges. Two decades later, with
Geeske increasingly beset by Alzheimer’s disease, Kathleen returned to the letters, where she rediscovered
the evocative image of a tiny, bright meadow bird perched precariously on a blade of elephant grass. That
image – of simultaneous tension, fragility, power, and resilience – sustained her over the years that she used
the letters as memory prompts in a larger strategy to keep her intellectually gifted mother alive.

Deftly woven of excerpts from their correspondence, conversations, journal entries, and email updates, Bird-
Bent Grass is a complex and moving exploration of memory, illness, and immigration; friendship, conflict,
resilience, and forgiveness; cross-cultural communication, the ethics of international development, and
letter-writing as a technology of intimacy. Throughout, it reflects on the imperative and fleeting business of
being alive and loving others while they’re ours to hold.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Bird-Bent Grass: A Memoir, in Pieces (Life Writing).

John Augustine:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Bird-Bent Grass: A Memoir, in Pieces
(Life Writing) book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Guadalupe Leatherman:

The publication with title Bird-Bent Grass: A Memoir, in Pieces (Life Writing) posesses a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Leslie White:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Bird-Bent Grass: A Memoir, in Pieces (Life Writing)
was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Bird-Bent Grass: A Memoir, in Pieces
(Life Writing) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your
needs and try to like reading in which.
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