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Alexis de Tocqueville, one of the greatest commentators on the American political tradition, viewed it
through the lens of two related ideas: liberty and equality. These ideas, so eloquently framed by Thomas
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, have remained inextricably and uniquely conjoined in
American political thought: equality is understood as the equal possession of natural rightsto life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. By considering American reflections on these core ideas over time—in relation
to constitutional principles, religion, and race—this volume provides an especialy insightful perspective for
understanding our political tradition. The book is at once a summary of American history told through ideas
and an inquiry into the ideas of liberty and equality through the lens of American history.

To aremarkable extent, American politics has always been thoughtful and American thought has always
been palitical. In these pages, we see how some of our greatest minds have grappled with the issues of liberty
and equality: Tocqueville and Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton as Publius in The Federalist, James Madison,
George Washington, William Lloyd Garrison, Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln debating Stephen
Douglas, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. In essays responding to these primary sources, some of today's finest
scholars take up topics critical to the American experiment in liberal democracy—political inequality,
federalism, the separation of powers, the relationship between religion and palitics, the history of davery and
the legacy of racism. Together these essays and sources help to clarify the character, content, and
significance of American political thought taken as awhole. They illuminate and continue the conversation
that has animated and distinguished the American political tradition from the beginning—and, hopefully,
better equip readers to contribute to that conversation.
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From reader reviews:
Helen Wright:

Here thing why thiskind of Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American Political Thought)
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at abook is good nonetheless it dependsin the
content of it which isthe content is as yummy asfood or not. Liberty and Equality: The American
Conversation (American Political Thought) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with Liberty and Equality: The American
Conversation (American Political Thought). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Liberty and Equality: The American
Conversation (American Palitical Thought) in e-book can be your substitute.

Jose Miller:

The particular book Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American Political Thought) has a
lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Francisca Varney:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Liberty and Equality: The
American Conversation (American Political Thought) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Bonnie Vassallo:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
need to do isjust spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. On the list of books
inthetop list in your reading list isusually Liberty and Equality: The American Conversation (American
Political Thought). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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