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A rare glimpse of an exotic and imperiled rain-forest culture is the extraordinary record of a Western
photographer's eight-year friendship with atribal medicine man.

Mentawai Shaman tellsin images and words the story of "the original people," or Mentawaians, an archaic
tribe who from time immemorial have lived on Siberut--an isolated, ecologically unique jungleisland in
Indonesia. It is a place where everything, from plants to rocks to animals and man, harbors a spirit. San
Francisco-born Charles Lindsay, an ethnographic/naturalist photographer based in Tokyo, first entered the
rain forest of Siberut in 1984: ironically, he hitched aridein a dugout canoe with ateam of Indonesian
government "modernizers." He has returned time and again, intrigued by the Mentawaians' courageous
attempt to retain their original culture. Lindsay's guide through the rituals of this areane society is Aman Lau
Lau Manai, a shaman, or kerei, who has become his friend as well.

During Lindsay's second visit, he began to compile a phrase book for the unwritten Mentawaian language
and was permitted to join aritual monkey hunt. Subsequently, he was invited by messenger to help celebrate
the important festival culminating Aman Lau Lau Manai's shamanic studies. Their friendship had begun.
After surviving alife-threatening fever, which Aman Lau Lau Manai treated by conjuring his spirit, Lindsay
became an adopted member of the new shaman's family.

Asyear's passed and their reciprocal trust grew, Aman Lau Lau Manai allowed Lindsay to photograph him
collecting indigenous herbal medicines, hunting with poison-tipped arrows, raising his children, and
performing sacred duties to maintain the Mentawaians harmony with nature. Seldom-observed rituals
include tattooing, teeth chiseling, rites of healing and mourning, animal sacrifice, frenetic dance, and trance--
all captured by Lindsay's unassuming camera.

Theresult of thisintimate relationship is Mentawai Shaman, a color portfolio of more than eighty dramatic
photographs, augmented with excerpts from Lindsay's journals. Together they detail his warm personal
interaction with Aman Lau Lau Manai and the community in which he plays a central role. A historical essay
by Dr. Reimar Schefold, an internationally respected anthropolotical authority on the Mentawaians, provides
alearned yet accessible overview to

gltheir esoteric way of life and the extent to which it is menaced by progress.
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From reader reviews:
Brent Thompson:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many peopleto
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the
Rain Forest book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Denise Niemi:

The experience that you get from Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the Rain Forest will be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the Rain Forest giving you excitement
fedling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read that because the author of this book iswell-known enough. This book aso makes your own
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this particular Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the Rain Forest
instantly.

Clarice Stephens:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the Rain
Forest e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who €lse read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing
skill only for eliminate your persona hunger then you still doubt Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the Rain
Forest as good book not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate
book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on
your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Betty Brown:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be examine. Mentawai Shaman: Keeper of the Rain Forest can be your answer asit can be read by
you who have those short time problems.
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