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The Art of Ethnography is a fully illustrated translation of a "Miao album" -- a Chinese genre originating in
the eighteenth century that used prose, poetry, and detailed illustrations to represent minority ethnic groups
living in frontier regions under imperial Chinese control. These bound collections of hand-painted
illustrations and handwritten text reveal how imperial China viewed culturally "other" frontier populations.
They also contain valuable information for anthropologists, geographers, and historians, and are coveted by
art collectors for their beautiful imagery. "Miao" in this context refers not just to groups that called
themselves Miao (Hmong) or were classified as such by the majority Han culture, but generally to the many
minority peoples in China's southwest.

This lovely volume reproduces each of the eighty-two illustrations from the original album and the
corresponding Chinese calligraphic text, along with an annotated English translation. Each entry depicts a
different ethnic group residing in Guizhou. The album is anonymous and dates from sometime after 1797.

Laura Hostetler's Introduction discusses the genesis and evolution of the Miao album genre and the
sociopolitical context in which the albums were first made, the ethnographic content of the texts, the
composition of the illustrations, and the albums' authorship and production. She situates the albums within
the context of early modern imperial expansion internationally by introducing comparative examples of
Japanese and Ottoman ethnography. Color illustrations from other Miao albums and comparable works from
other cultures give the reader a sense of the chromatic richness of Miao album illustrations and of their place
in world ethnography.
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From reader reviews:

John Ferguson:

The particular book The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in China)
has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. That
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Chris Moore:

The book untitled The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in China)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Tammy Campbell:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. One of many books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Art of Ethnography: A
Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in China). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can
get many advantages.

Patricia Baker:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book The Art of Ethnography: A Chinese "Miao Album" (Studies on Ethnic Groups in
China). You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.
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